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illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: . . . namely, the need of providing-suit able living quarters. A movement for the
regulation of labor camps by state authorities have caused the railways to give this matter somewhat closer
supervision. However, the need of providing desirable quarters as a means of attracting and retaining men has
been the most vital influence in effecting the serious attention of railway officers to this subject. Many roads are
taking steps to improve the bunk cars and houses furnished to maintenance of way laborers. There has also
been a movement to redesign camp cars along more sanitary lines and in some cases to abandon their use in
favor of portable buildings or even tents. One road in the Southwest where Mexicans are largely employed is
now building permanent barracks of hollow tile with concrete floors, thereby permitting the periodic flushing
with hot or cold water as frequently as conditions demand. In the accounts given below emphasis is placed on
the fact that improved quarters are a benefit not only because the men are attracted and retained by the
improved surroundings, but also because of the increased efficiency of men who live in clean and comfortable
quarters. SANITARY INSPECTION One phase of the housing problem which has not been given the concentrated
attention which it deserves is that of trained sanitary inspection of the camps and the enforcement of
regulations tending to promote the health of the employees. Starting about five years ago, the Chicago and
North Western organized...
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